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So I just want to say very quickly, it
is important that we share that infor-
mation. This is a Special Order that we
thought that was important. As mem-
bers of the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices, to come to the floor to talk not
about politics but to talk about our
troops, to talk about the leadership of
our troops as it relates to the shirts
and ties over at the Pentagon, the
folks that are not supplying the infor-
mation that we need in the Committee
on Armed Services for the correct over-
sight.

I believe there should be more over-
sight because that is the only way we
are going to find out what actually
took place, what memo was written so
that we do not have to read about it in
the newspaper. The thing is that I do
not like coming in here and quoting
the newspaper. I would much rather
have some sort of memorandum or
some sort of committee testimony that
I can make reference to, saying that
General X told me Y, or Secretary X
told us this. We do not have that privi-
lege. We have to read about it in the
paper. We have to read about it in
Time magazine. We have to read about
it in Newsweek.

And for us to be 60-something-odd
members of the Committee on Armed
Services, the largest military on the
face of the Earth, the most capable,
able, agile, mobile military on the face
of the Earth, for us to have to read the
newspaper to understand what is going
on, and taking from General Myers’s
testimony when he did come before us
and in his 30-plus years of service he
has never seen anything like this Abu
Ghraib issue. He said that to us. He has
never seen it.

So for us to have an event that has
not happened in 30-some-odds years, or
I do not see anywhere in U.S. history
that this has happened, it is docu-
mented the way that it is documented,
for that to happen and for us to put a
two-star, as much respect that we have
for him, to investigate the little guys
and gals that were a part of this bad
behavior, it sets forth a culture that it
is okay. If you are in the Pentagon,
you are okay. You are a protected
class. Do not worry. No one will look
into you or no one will call you down
to the Hill and ask you some tough
questions, because if they do, they will
be chastised by members of the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. Unfortu-
nately, from the majority.

And it is also unfortunate that we
have to come to the floor to be able to
share thoughts in a way that we should
be able to share thoughts with mem-
bers of the military. I would love to
ask Secretary Rumsfeld questions
about why he came before the com-
mittee, shared with us what he shared
with us at that particular time.

We received the Taguba report 2
weeks after that. I have taken a look
at the Taguba report. Many members
of the Committee on Armed Services
have looked at the Taguba report. But
now we just received new information
from the Pentagon.
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So when are we going to get all the
information so that we can represent
our constituents in the way that we
should and be able to protect and make
changes in legislation that is moving
through this process now to protect
American troops, to save American
troops’ lives, to be able to carry out all
of our missions as we look abroad in
what we are trying to do. But if we are
not getting the information, then who
is? And if they are getting the informa-
tion and it is continuing to be sup-
pressed, then it is not going to help
save the lives of American troops.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Then when we get
this information through the news-
papers or through some other entity
where we can get it, and then when we
get the information and we try to
share the information, people were
questioning, why are we doing this?
And I think the short answer is with
the war and all the preliminaries of the
war, with the weapons of mass destruc-
tion, and the ties to 9/11 and greeted as
liberators and we do not need 200,000
troops, we are going to use the oil as
revenue to fund the war, all of these
things that have been said and now de-
nial of Halliburton, and then saying it
is an isolated incident when in fact it
seems like more of a systemic problem
that we have, detaining prisoners and
keeping them away from the Red
Cross.

Why are we bringing this up? Because
it is wrong. That is wrong. It is not
right that you do that. The way we got
into the predicament right now, I just
could not disagree more with how this
all transpired. And if the original rea-
son was you wanted to go to the Middle
East to set up an Arab democracy, tell
the American people that and let them
answer yes or no with their support for
or against it. But do not give us all
those reasons that there is going to be
a mushroom cloud in Cincinnati when
we have a dictator that is writing ro-
mance novels, boxed in in the fly zone
and the sanctions were working.

So do not mislead the American pub-
lic with this. This is wrong, and we
have to say it is wrong. We have to call
a spade a spade here.

Hopefully, over the hours of the next
few weeks and months, we can be able
to do that.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. In closing, Mr.
Speaker, I just wanted to thank the
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. RYAN) and
the gentlewoman from Ohio (Mrs.
JONES) for coming down here this
evening.

I also want to share with the gen-
tleman that on the upcoming Tuesday
we have the first Democratic hour, and
we can share the information that the
gentleman has pulled together.

We look forward to seeing that and
sharing with the American people. A
part of the reason why we came down
to the floor was to bring to light some
of the issues that needed to be illumi-
nated a bit more and also talk about
solutions. Solutions are having the
Congress do what it is supposed to do,
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an oversight of the Department of De-
fense. Solutions are doing what the
junior Senator from Missouri, Senator
Truman, who became President Tru-
man, in his committee that he had
from 1941 to 1948 during World War II.
To say that we do not have time to do
this, we are at war, does not reflect on
past history.

So I think it is important even if it
is the good, bad and ugly, it helps the
American troops, our troops be able to
get the up-armor that they deserve.
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It will probably have avoided us from
having to put in this Armed Services
bill reimbursing families for bullet-
proof vests that they bought. Why
should they have to buy them in the
first place? If someone is going into
harm’s way, they should have the
equipment that they need. I think that
is so very, very important.

—————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GARRETT of New Jersey) laid before the
House the following communication
from the Clerk of the House of Rep-
resentatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, June 18, 2004.
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT,
The Speaker, U.S. House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule IT of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
June 18, 2004 at 3:24 p.m.:

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 3378.

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 3504.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
JEFF TRANDAHL,
Clerk of the House.

———
ECONOMIC GROWTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 7, 2003, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. DREIER) is recognized for 60
minutes.

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I have
some prepared remarks that I would
like to offer to our colleagues this
evening about economic growth and
how important that is, but before that
I would like to join, as my colleagues
did earlier, in extending condolences
and our thoughts and prayers to the
family of Paul Marshall Johnson, as we
have all seen in the last couple of
hours, who was tragically killed in Ri-
yadh, Saudi Arabia, and it clearly has
underscored our Nation’s resolve and
the resolve of the civilized world to
deal with this issue.

It is out of this tragedy we have got-
ten the news that Abdulaziz Muqrin,
who has links to al Qaeda, was shot in
the gunfire that took place afterward,
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